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UNIVERSITY MAKES AN IMPACT
MISSOULA —
Bold yellow stickers stating, "I am an employee of the
University of Montana" will appear around Missoula on University
employees' personal checks in October, according to Vickie
Mikelsons, the University of Montana's Excellence Fund acting
director.

As part of the University's Excellence Fund Business

Drive, faculty and staff will circulate their specially marked
checks whenever they buy gas or groceries or pay bills to show
the University's impact on Missoula's economy.
"The labor income of the University's faculty and staff adds
approximately $30 million to the community," Mikelsons says.
"That means the university is the third-largest contributor to
Missoula's economy.

But it's a contributor that needs reciprocal

community support."
The UM Excellence Fund kicks off its business drive with a
luncheon Oct. 16, according to Mikelsons.

The drive will run

approximately four weeks, during which time 200 volunteers will
contact 1,453 businesses and individuals for contributions.

The

goal of the 1986-87 business drive is $111,000.
Mikelsons says private support for the University is more
important than ever this year in light of state budget cuts.
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Excellence Fund contributions are used for scholarships
encourage students to stay in Missoula and for attractive new
students to the University.

Excellence Fund dollars also provide

seed money for the UM Marching Band, the UM Night School and
plans for a new business school building.

Other uses of the

funds include support for the library, faculty development,
student outreach, performing arts outreach, forensics and alumni
development.
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